

Reconciling Islam and sexuality: An ethnography on queer Muslim subjectivities in Turkey

This talk addresses sexual and religious negotiations of Islam in Turkey through the experiences and narratives of queer Muslims in Turkey. Based on ethnographic field research and life-story interviews with fourteen queer Muslims in four different cities of Turkey, this study demonstrates the creative approaches on Islam, spirituality, and sexuality that queer Muslims developed and adopted individually. By investigating the ways of hegemonies constructed around religion, sexualities and piety, queer Muslims in Turkey compromise intersectional identities in terms of spiritual queer identities, especially in this country’s rising right-wing religious context and nation-building. Considering the contemporary political discourses on anti-LGBTIQ+ politics in Turkey, the subjectivities of queer Muslims can be analyzed through their spirituality. Aside from contemporary political discourses on anti- LGBTIQ+ politics in Turkey, the common understanding of Islam does not embrace non-heterosexuality and the lack of representation on being a queer Muslim in Turkey also shed light on the critical significance of looking at the subjectivities of self-identify queer Muslims. Borrowing from Gloria E. Anzaldúa’s “mestizaje”, I attempt to elaborate how to observe “the new hybrid” and “a new category of identity” among queer Muslims as I argue that destabilizing identity categories through “constant trafficking, negotiating, and dialoguing across the borders” illustrates most of queer Muslims’ approach on identity-making process (71-73, 2015). Overall, I argue that adopting creativity at the sites of spirituality, piety, and sexuality paves the way for reconciling with Islam for queer Muslims in Turkey.

